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A brand new national pohcy
on education coming

PM's announcement in I-Day address went unnoticed in public focus on corruption

Aarti Dhar

JEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s announ-
:ement on Independence
Day about setting up a Com-
nission “to make suggesti-
s for improvements at all
evels of education” has
argely gone unnoticed amid
he public focus on corrup-
ion. Even though his I-Day
wddress did not elaborate on
ts mandate, sources in the
fovernment indicate that
he recommendations of the
wroposed Commission
thould add up to what could
e a new National Policy on
iducation,

NPE of 1986

According to reliable
ources, the Commission is
xpected to be headed by an'
minent educationist, as-
isted by experts from the
ields of higher, technical,
nedical, secondary, elemen-
ary, vocational and other
ectors of education. It will
Iso have inputs from the re-
orts of the Naticnal
inowledge  Commission,
he Yashpal Committee and
he Valiathan Committee.

As the existing National
'olicy on Education, 1986
NPE) was conceived durmg
iajiv Gandhi's tenure, it
12y be politically daunting
ot the United Progressive
lliance Government to
[rish away its vital elements.

P

¢ Commission to be set up to suggest
improvemerits at all levels of education

* 1986 policy, conceived during Rajiv's tenure,
itself suggested periodic reviews

Political instability during
the late 19805 led to delays in
the launch of the policy,
which was reviewed by the
Acharya Ramamurty Com-
mittee and could be brought
into force only after the Con-
gress returned to power in
1991 and gave shape to the
Action Plan of 1992 for the
NPE. Thus Dr. Singh’s an-
nouncement is expected to
Ppave the way for a new policy
after nearly two decades.

The NPE of 1986 itself has
suggested not only periodic
reviews of the policy but also
arevisioninthe long-term. It
was also a major departure
from the national policy
adopted on the recommen-
dations of the Education
Commission under Profes-
sor D.S Kothari, which in
1966 had called for a com-
mon school system as well as
for a Plus-Two stage of
schooling beyond Class X.
Strengthening of research in
the university system was
another major recommenda-
tion.

Itis a different matter that
even the recently enacted
Right to Education Act has
also shied away from the

common school system.

The 1986 policy led to en-
couragement to emerging
sectors like Information
Technology, which wit-
nessed an upsurge following
the opening up of the tech-
hical education sector, par-
tlcularly in capacity
expansion in the private sec-
tor. Although the 1986 pol-
icy spoke against
commercialisation of educa-
tion, the explosion in the
number of private engineer-
ing and medical institutions,
according to educationists,
has only given a further im-
petus to the menace of cap-
itation fee,

Corruption cases

The rapid expansion of
private institutions has also,
according to the Yashpal
Committee, resulted in de-
terioration in quality, The
concerns over quality led
the Centre to review all
deemed universities. Sever-
al cases of corruption
against functionaries of the
regulatory authorities such
as the All-India Council for
Technical Education, the
Medical Council of India

and the Council of Architec-
ture are under CBI investi-
gation.

It is against this backdrop
that the Education Commis-
sion, announced by the
Prime Minister, is expected
to come up with recommen-
daticns which could result
in a new NEP as well as with
directions for the future of
all levels of education.

Notwithstanding the re-
cent differences between
the Health and Human Re-
source Development Minis-
tries over the establishment
of the overarching regulato-
ry bodies for higher educa-
tion and research (NCHER)
and human resource in
health (NCHRH), the pro-
posed commission would
address all sectors of educa-
tion irrespective of the do-
main interests of Ministries,

With increasing globalisa- -
tion of education, including
the likely passage of the For-
eign Education Providers -
Bill, now before Parliament,
it will be interesting to see
whether the proposed com-
mission will co-opt foreign
experts.

As a matter of fact, the
Radhakrishnan  Commis-
sion on University.Educa-
tion, which gave its report in
1949, had eminent academic
leaders from universities in
the United Kingdom and the
United States among its
members,
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New education
policy by nextyr

Kirtika Suneja

New Delhi, Aug 17: On the
- lines of .the Education Com-
- mission suggested by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singhon
Monday, the ministry of hu-
man resource development
(MHRD) has already started
work on the commission that
will formulate a new educa-
tion policy by next year. This
assumes gignificance as the
country’s present education
system is based on the Nation-
al Policy on Education of 1986.
The new policy is expected to
look at the entire spectrum of
education andlearning.

“We are planning to setup
an education commission on
the lines of the D S Kothari
Commission of 1964-66 that
will chalk out the new educa-
tion policy Some work has
started and consultations
with all stakeholders, includ-
ingthecivilsociety, willtakea
year after which the new poli-
cy will be ready,” said a min-
istryofficial.

The Kothari commission
consisted of 16 members, 11
beingIndiansand5foreign ex-
perts and set up 12 task forces
and 7workinggroupsforhigh-

er, technical and agricultural

education besides education-
al finance and teacher train.

ing, amongothers.

Theexistingpolicy—based

ontheframewarksetin 1986,
talks aboutfree and compulso-

' ryeducation along with devel-

opment of languages and em-
phasises on education for
industry and agriculture. At
thesecondaryeducationlevel,
it asks for increased technical
and vocationaleducation. Itis
at the university level educa-
tion where the old policy cau-
tions on the number of stu-

dents being enrolled in the “
university system and if that
increaseisintandem withthe -

existinginfrastructuralfacili-
ties like libraries and labora-
tories. It was this policy which
recommended a 10+2+3 pat-
ternof education structure.

In fact, for vocational edu-
cation, the Kothari Commis-
sion had suggested that for a
majority of occupations, uni-
versity degrees were not nec-
essary; and thesejobscould be
competently performed by
trained higher secondary stu-
dents. The commission said
that it should be possible todi-
vert at least 50% of students
completing 10 year education
to the vocational stream,
which would reduce the pres-
sureontheuniversitiesandal-
sopreparestudentsforgainful
employment.
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Higher education push:
48 model colleges getnod

Kirtika Suneja o

New Delhi, Aug 17: Almosta
year and a half after the Cabi-
net Committee on Economic
Affairs approved the scheme
for setting up a model degree
collegeeachin374educational-
ly backward districts, the min-
istry of humanresource devel-
opment (MHRD) has received
125 such proposals from states
andapproved 48 of them.

The scheme is meant exclu-
sively for students in educa-
tionally backwarddistrictsand
aimsatincreasingthegrossen-
rolment ratio (GER) in educa-
tionally backward districts
where the GER is less than the
national average of 12.4%. The
scheme is a part of the min-
istry’s efforts to increase the
GER in higher education from
12.4% t030% by 2020.

Asper ministry officials, of
the 125 proposals received by
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC), 48 have been
approvedwhile44havebeenre-
ferred back to the state govern-
ments for clarifications and 33
have been disapproved on
grounds of ineligibility, Of the
total proposals received, Ma-

harashtra and Andhra
Pradesh have each sent7 while
Gujarathassent 20,

Oncetheprojectisapproved,

== THESCHEME S MEANT

i INCREASING THE
4 GROSS ENROLMENT
_ RATIOIN

™+ & AVERAGE OF 12.4%

EXCLUSIVELY FOR
STUDENTSIN .
EDUCATIONALLY
BACKWARD DISTRICTS
AND AIMS AT

EDUCATIONALLY
BACKWARD DISTRICTS
WHERE THE GER IS LESS
THAN THE NATIONAL

the UGC will release 50% of the
allocation as the first install-
ment. The second installment
of 40% of the allocation will be
releasedonlyafterthestategov-
ernment concerned releases
50% of its committed share to-
wards non-recurring expendi-
tureand therecurringgrantfor
atleastoneyear.

The total fund requirement
for the programme is estimat-
ed at 2,992 crore and the Cen-
tre’sshareisabout¥1,079crore.
An outlay of 782 crore was
made for the scheme in the
EleventhPlan. Assumingthat
the average number of stu-
dents in a college is 500, the to-
tal number of students who
would beenrolled in the 374 col-

legesisabout1.87lakh. =

According to UGC, to set up
these colleges, the Centre will
provideassistancetotheextent
of one-third of the capital cost
for establishment of each col-
lege, limited to¥2.67crore. Also,
the land for college will be pro-
vided free of cost by the state
governments. It is estimated
thatsettingupof onesuchmod-
el college will initially require
an expenditure of at least 38
crore and recwurring expendi-
ture of 1.5 crore per annum in
salaries and maintenance.

Moreover, thestate govern-

ments can set up the college ei-
ther as an affiliated or a con-
stituent college of the state
university.
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A teaching session for teachers

ndira Gandhi National

Open University organised
a three-day workshop on
online education in New
Delhi earlier this week for 21
faculty members of different
universities, Titled “How to
create/develop online
courses”, the workshop
comprised four sessions
daily.

The training sessions were
based on experiential
learning methodologies and
- started with an overview of
online courses at IGNOU.
This was followed by
structured presentations on
new concepts.

The invited faculty
members then worked
individually on computers.
and explored the feasibility
of IGNOU’s online
technology for their
institutions,

tudents of Jamia Millia
Islamia who wish to be

successful with their studies -

can attend a workshop on
“How to succeed at studies”
that the university’s
Counselling and Guidance
Centre along with Youth
Empowerment Services is
organising in Delhi this
Thursday.

The workshop, to be held
in the Committee Room of
Nehru Guest House on the
campus at 2-30 p.m., is
meant to help students
develop personal-social
skills, the ability to adapt to
changes, skills of coping with
problems and the ability to
make balanced decisions.

Jamia’s Counselling and
Guidance Centre also
conducts weekly/fortnightly
workshops, lectures, and
counselling sessions to assist
students with their personal
educational and
psychological problems.

ndraprastha University in

the Capital is going to start
its second round of
counselling for B.Tech. and

M Tech. on August 24 and for
B.Arch. on August 25, with
the counselling for B.Sc, (H)
nursing scheduled for this
Thursday and the BIMC
programme counselling
scheduled for Saturday at
Ma.haraja Surajmal Instltute

" in Janakpuri,

The second round of
counselling for the BCA

_ .programme has already

started at the Institute of
Innovation in Technology
and Management, Janakpuri,
and the B.Ed. programme

. counselling venue is the

unjversity’s Dwarka campus.

The second counselling
schedule for the remaining
programmes is yet to be
announced.

elhi Technological

University is conducting
a two-day workshop on the
Jawaharlal Nehru Solar
Energy Mission, “Emerging

. trends and opportunities for

careers in solar technology
for engineers” beginning this
Thursday from 10 am. to 5
p.m, :

Promoting energy

efﬁc1ency in buildings, design
and applications of solar
photowvoltaic, bio-gas
technology and use of solar
energy in India, bio-mass
waste management and solar
energy utilisation, low-cost
solar thermal energy
utilisation will be some of the
issues discussed.

peejay Stya University,

Gurgaon, has introduced
three new courses -- BBAin
Public Policy and
Administration, a four-year
programme; MBA in Public
Policy and Administration, a
five-year course to help
students resolve issuesin .
public policy and
management; and an MA. in
Public Policy and
Development Studies, whxch

~will last five years,

Graduatesinany . .
discipline with a minimum
score of 50 per cent are
eligible to apply for any of
the courses. The selection
procedure includes entrance
examination, group

"discussions and interviews, .

Vijetha S.N
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OPEN UNIVERSITY CONCEPT

IIM Ranchi Nanos

business education to
reach out to masses

By PRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

What Tata Motors Ltd did
to cars, the Indian Insti-
tute of Management (IIM) at
Ranchi wants to do to business
. education—by offering a post-
graduate diploma in business
management (put simply, an
MBA) for X1 lakh.

The IIM aims to adopt the
open university concept to
reach out to the masses and, ac-
cording to the institute’s direc-
tor M.]. Xavier, plans to set up
small study centres across India
and integrate them with the
main campus.

“Over 200,000 students ap-
pear for the Common Admission
Test (CAT), but less than 5,000
make it to IIMs. Here, we want to
reach out to a larger base,” Xav-
jer said in an interview. The di-
rector was in New Delhi last
week to participate in the Indian
Management Conclave,

“There is a demand for quality
management education at an af-
fordable price. We want to be in-
novative— by opening study
centres and linking them to the
main campus, we can achieve
that,” he explained.

On an average, the tuition fee
for an MBA works out to around
%10 lakh. There were 204,000
people who appeared for CAT
2010; the previous year the
number was over 242,000. CAT
is a computerized entrance
exam for those seeking a berth
in IIMs.

IIM Ranchi is convinced it can
reach out to 10,000 students in
three-five years with its new
programme.

Xavier said two large compa-
nies in south India are ready to
send 200 employees each for
full-time courses through study
centres. He declined to identify
the companies.

“IIM Ranchi wants to create
its own brand for others to fol-
low by reaching out to the mass-
es, both in the corporate sector
and otherwise. I am already
working on the model and in the
next six months a few institutes
in Jharkhand can be interlinked
with the IIM,” he said.

Xavier said that while critics
may find the model wanting on

COSTLIEROPTIONS . . ...

Fee for an MBA course tn lIMs.

4 3 6 9~ 15

. Source: M
SANDEEP BraTRAGAR/MMT
account of those enrolling for
the programme not benefiting
from a campus aunos;?}lere, this
century is all about 'reaching
out.

“Why cannot we reach small-
er cities and towns? The coun-
try’s economy is growing and
here rural India plays a key role.
We need efficient managers in
those parts of the country. I
know IIMs have not done it so
far, but we want to cater to such
a matrket,” he added.

The school would not need to
invest much in creating and
running the programme, Xavier
said. “One-third of the course
will be taken care of by the per-
manent faculty, one-third by the
visiting faculty from both aca-
demia and industry, and the rest
will be e-content,” he added.

Sanjeev Bajaj, chief coordina-
tor at the Xavier Institute of So-
cial Service (X1S5), said IIM
Ranchi is changing the tradition.

“Unlike other IIMs, M
Ranchi is believing in collabora-
tion with private institutes. Xav-
ier has a vision and he is work-
ing towards it,” he added. XISS is
one of the schools in Ranchi that
the IIM is looking to work with
when it offers the programme.

But not everyone is enthusias-
tic about IIM Ranchi's idea.

“It does not look to me as a
great idea. Let’s see how the IIM
works it out,” said S.S. Sarkar,
head of the department of busi-
ness administration at Tezpur
University, a central university
in Assam.
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IIM-L excellence centre to
offer support to businesses

To design, impart short and long-term training to business leaders

SREERUPA MITRA
Bangalore

IIM Lucknow said it has set
up a Centre of Excellence
for Business Sustamability
(CEBS), a multidisciplina-
1y, collaborative body of ex-
perts committed to provide
support to businesses.

The centre will help bus-
iness to view emerging soci-
al and environmental issu-
es not just as challenges but
also as opportunities for gr-
owth, diversification and
cost savings.

CEBS will impart knowl-
edge and make available ap-
propriate latest modern ma-
nagement and decision ma-
king tools and techniques to
the business leaders by or-
ganising events in the field
of business sustainability.

“The centre will develop,
design and deliver short te-
rm and long term traiming
programmes, and organise
workshops according to sp-
ecific needs of corporate
and non-corporate sectors,”
said Sushil Kumar, chair-
man, CEBS, IIM Lucknow.

The centre will help not
ophr‘tll}e existing businesses
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but will also provide suppo-
1t to the ideas being floated
by students at the incuba-
tion cells as well as startup
businesses, he added. "IIM
Lucknow has strong links
with policy makers, so CE-
BS also plans to carry out
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research and provide inputs
for formulation of effective
public policies in the field
of business sustainability.
The centre will undertake
consulting projects and the-
reby extend 1its services na-
tionally as well as internati-

onally,” Kumar pointed out.

The objective of the cen-
tre is to be a leader in advo-
cating business sustainabil-
ity by sensitising industry,
government, cwvil society
and academia about the ne-
ed for integrating sustaina-
bility principles with busin-
ess strategy. “It aims to pr-
ovide substantial inputs to
improve the performance
of business sector so as to
ensure socially desirable,
environmentally responsib-
le and economically viable
business models,” he said.

CEBS will participate in
policy development process
by carrying out research in
public policy related to sus-
tainability and sustainable
development, and provide
vital input to policy makers
for creating appropriate fra-
mework conditions for bus-
iness sustainability.

In addition, the centre
will be designing and run
courses on how to make a
business sustainable to stu-
dents, who are aspiring to
become entrepreneurs.

shreerupamitra
@mydigitalfc.com

P
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Medical post-grad
seat goes for Z1.7cr

Sumitya Deb Roy | TNn

Mumbai: A postgraduate radiclogy seat
in a private medical college in Navi Mum-
bai has sold for Rs 1.7 crore, The capita-
tion fee is a 40% increase over last year
and indicates a shift in the preferences of
medical students, with subjects like ra-
diolegy and orthopaedics overtaking fa-
vourites paediatrics and gynaecology.
Whilethe medical fraternity is shocked at
the transaction, and concerned about the
quality of doctors emerging from such

P> ‘Not enough PG seats’,P 13

Scary Prognosis

» Post-grad radiology seat in Navi Mumbal
pvt medical college sold for T1.7cr.
Another seat goes for T1.3¢cr

subjects like radiology and orthopaedics "
overtaking old favourites IIkE paediatrlcs
and gynaecology - Ll

p Senior docs worried about “means a

donation amount from society”

deals, itfeelshelpless inthefaceof private
colleges’ autonomy,

Doctors said the sale, along with an-
other of Rs 1.3 crore, indicated a trend of
students wanting to earn a quick buck —
aradiologist starts in practice with earn-
ings ranging from Rs 1-15 lakh a month,
. dependingonthelocation of hisorherdi-

Times of India ND 18-Aug-11

agnostic centre, equipment and clientele.

Also, demand outstrips supply. In the
Mumbai-Navi Mumbai belt, there are
just 22 radiology seats in government
medical colleges and half that in private
colleges for thousandsof aspirants. Inor-
thopaedics and gynaecology, the number
of government seats is 36 and 26.

P13

» Shift in preferences of students, with © |

doctor would adopt to recover the s
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‘Not enough PG seats in govt med colleges’

Sumitra Deb Roy | T

Mumbai: Capitation fees of
Rs1.7croreforapostgraduate
radiology seat in a private
medical college in Navi Mum-
bai hasleft the medical frater-
nity shocked.

‘With over 10,000 postgrad-
uate aspirants fighting for a

little over 1,100 government

seats across Maharashtra the
scarcity is pervasive. Of
these, only 250 seats belong to
trendy subjects. “The dearth
of postgraduate government
seats is mainly to blame for

seat sale by private colleges,”
said Dr Farhan Hamid, gener-
al secretary, Maharashtra As-
sociation of ResidentDoctors.
Pravin Shingare of the Di-
rectorate of Medical Educa-
tion and Research (DMER) de-
nied knowledge of the seat
sale. Nevertheless, he said the
demand for private seats had
skyrocketed because of a
dearth of government seats.
“Government colleges are
losing out on postgraduate
seats for want of teachers (a
decade ago, the state had 1,900
postgraduate seats). We are

looking at the problem.”

He said subjects like ra-
diology and orthopaedics
were the most preferred be-
cause “medical practice today
is strictly evidence-based as
opposed to being clinical-
based till a few yearsago”.

Kishor Taori, a former
president of the All India Ra-
diological and Imaging Asso-
ciation, said radiology is the
youngest branch of medicine
and also the most advanced.

“Radiology has gone to the
levelof becomingan industry.
Today, several radiologists

are coming together to start
their own diagnostic centres
to compete with corporate
hospitals.”

Over the years, subjects
like general medicineand sur-
gery have gone down the lad-
der of preferences also be-
cause these branches need
further specialization for doc-
tors tomake the most of them.

Itall came to ahead recent-
Iy, whenastudent of anaesthe-
siolegy at the civic-run Sion
Hospital committed suicide
after failing to get a seat in
paediatrics.

“The competition is more
ruthless when it comes to su-
per-specialty seats,” said a se-
nior state official.

Medical students say the
price tag of private seats in
courses like heurology, gas-
troenterology, cardiology and
nephrology isasmuchasRs2
craore.

To curb this grey area in
medical education, a single
entrance test can go a long
way, said Dr KS Sharma, a
member of theboard of gover-
nors of the Medical Councilof
India (MCI).
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JNU students go to

Supreme Court

NEW DELH): Students from’

Jawaharlal Nehru
University visited the

Supreme Court on
Wednesday seeking

intervention of the Chief

Justice of India in reviving
the students’ union

elections which had belen

stayed by the Suprem
Court in October 2008 for
not adhering to the
Lyngdoh committee
recommendations.

‘In a memorandum

submitted to the Court

Registrar, the students sai
the 40-year-old tradition o

students’ union elections
was discontinued about

three years ago.

“We are extremely
perturbed that such a dela:

would inflict irreparable

damage to the culture that

JNU stands for...students

are being deprived of
participating in what used
to be a unique and

remarkable democratic

exercise,” said the

memorandum.

.
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Inventor of robot
arm dies at 99

JEREMY PEARCE |
THE NEW YORK TIMES

GEORGE C. DEVOL, a
largely self-taught inventor
who drew from science fic-
tion to help develop Uni-
mate, the revolutionary
mechanical  arm  that
became a prototype for
robots now widely used on
automobile assembly lines
and in other industries, died
last Thursday at his home in
Wilton, Connecticut. He
was 99.

His death was confirmed
by his son Robert.

In the early 1950s, before
the advent of industrial
robotics, Devol  (pro-
nounced de-VAHL) built on
his own work in electrical
engineering and machine
controls to design a
mechanical arm that coutd
be programmed to repeat
precise tasks, like grasping
and lifting.

He applied for a patent in
1954 and explained the con-
cept to a fellow engineer,
Joseph F. Engelberger, at a
cocktail party where they
discussed their favourite
science fiction writers. Mr
Engelberger listened with
interest and immediately
seized on the significance of
the new technology.

Devol named the concept
Universal Automation —
later shortened to Unima-
tion — and received a patent
in 1961. Mr Engelberger
formed a company, Unima-
tion Inc., of Danbury, to
adapt and apply the ideas of
Devol and other innovators,
and soon came up with the
Unimate, an early and high-
ly successful effort to
replace  famtorponsprkers:
with robotiesrbchibery,

In 1961, General Motors
put the first Unimate arm on
an assembly line at the com-
pany’s plant in Trenton. The
device was used to lift and
stack die-cast metal parts
taken hot from their molds.

Chrysler and Ford soon
followed, in the face of
resistance  from  labour

unions, and  Unimates
designed for  welding,
spray-painting,  applying

adhesives and other poten-
tially hazardous jobs were
in production by 1966.

The Japanese were partic-
ularly receptive to the Uni-
mation vision of mobile and
remotely controlled robots,
using them in industry and
in service applications, like

George C. Devol {right)
and Joseph F Engel-
berge. PHOTO: NYT

hospitals. In 2002, Popular
Mechanics magazine listed
the Unimate as one of the
top 50 inventions of the last
50 years. An early model is
in the collection at the
Smithsonian  Institution’s
National Museum of Ameri-
can History.

In May of this year, Devol
was inducted -into the
National Inventors Hall of
Fame, The citation states, in
part, “George Devol’s
patent for the first digitally
operated programmable
robotic arm represents the
foundation of the modemn
robotics industry.”

His associate, Engelberg-
er, became an international-
ly recognised voice for the
promise of robotics, appear-
ing on The Tonight Show in
1966 with a Unimate, which

.sank a putt, led the orches-

tra, and opened and poured
a can of beer. Unimation
eventually expanded to
1,000 employees and was
acquired by Westinghouse
in the early 1980s. Devol
later opened a scientific
consulting business in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, and
continued to work on refin-
ing visual and touch sensors
for robots, among other
challenges. In 1983, he said
thatra robot must.be.able ton
receive and use Mfermation !
from computerd and give
information to computers.”
He said the next step in the
evolution of robotics was
standardised designs world-
wide to allow robots to
communicate and work
directly with one another.

George Charles Devol Jr,
was bom February 20,
1912, in Louisville. An
experimenter from an early
age, he studied mechanics
and electronics in high
school, but did not attend
college. He worked for elec-
tronics companies in the
1920s, and in the early
1930s founded a small com-
pany, United Cinephone, to
develop recording technolo-
gy for movies.
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Isro all set for
climate research
satellite launch
by end of Sept

Press TRUST OF INDIA_

Bangalore

INDIAN Space Research
Organisation has set in
motion preparations for la-
unch of Megha-Tropiques,
an advanced weather and
chmate research satellite,
on board PSLV from Sri-
harikota spaceport next
month-end.

"Preparations are
underway for launch of the
satellite in September end,”
sources in the Bangalore-
headquartered space ag-
ency said on Wednesday.

Isro and French Nat-
ional Space Centre (CNES)
sighed a Memorandum of
Understanding for develop-
ment and implementation
of the joint atmospheric sa-
tellite mission nearly seven
years ago.

Sources said top CNES
officials are slated to witn-
ess the launch by PSLV, Is-
ro's  work-horse launch
vehicle.

Megha-Tropiques (Me-
gha meaning cleud in San-
skrit and Tropiques mean-
ing tropics in French) is
meant for investigating the
contnibution of the water
cycle in the tropical atmos-
phere to climate dynamics.
The satellite would carry
four scientific instruments,
including a Microwave Ana-
lysis and Detection of Rain
and Atmospheric Structur-
es (MADRAS) radiometer
developed jointly by Isro
and CNES to provide infor-
mation on rain above the
oceans and integrated wa-
ter vapour content in the
atmosphere. Isro has built
the Megha-Tropiques spac-
ecraft, which is similar to
the Indian Remote Sensing
(IRS) satellites.
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"EXECUTIVE EDUCATION GETS FACELIFT
AS INDIA INC DEMANDS BETTER Rol

Companies are askmg B-schools to measure what their executives have learnt at the end of the programme

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai

xecutive education pro-

grames designed by premier

buisness schools was once a

must-go destination for In-
dia Inc's blue-eyed boys. They still are
—but with a difference.

Among many other things, the
slowdown a couple of years ago has
taught companies to seek better re-
turn on investment from B-schools.
So while companies are ready toin-

_vestin executive education, they al-
so want demonstrable value.

B-schools say this has prompted
them to rethink their executive edu-
cation business model. And how -
Gurgaon-based Management De-
velopment Institute, for example, is
teaching executives to review new
management books, or Hyderabad-
based Indian School of Business
(ISB) which is planning to demon-
strate value for what companies are
paying for.

“Companies are turning to book
reviews and presentations to keep
their executives abreast with con-
temporary management literature.
Else, the executives are used toa very
casual reading. Making a book pres-
entation is one way of analysing the
book's content,” says Professor S
Chatterjee, Dean continuing educa-
tion at the Management Development
Institute, Gurgaon,

Chatterjee, hasrecently had a re-
quest from Areva, a mining an ener-
gy company, to include book reviews
in the executives education pro-
grammes he delivers,

The B-school is also conducting
evaluation tests with companies giv-
ing theme projects (whichis of inter-
est to the company) to its executives.

"Many companies including
Bharat Electronics and Areva want
the training sessions to be end ori-
ented with some kind of an evaluation
criteria. They want new ideas from
the young minds. They give a titne
frame of two to three months before
people submit their project report.

Faculty concerned of the institute
where these executives have been
trained will alsobe involved in the

k Mm

-schools are open to suggestions from companies on conducting evaluation tests on theme proleds which are of interest to executives

an entirely new system by creating an
organisation structure which is a lot
vertical focused on industry segments

project,” says Chatterjee. with verticals like banking and finan-
The B-school saysitreceivesalot cial sector, manufacturing, oil and gas
of requests from companies spanning  and government companies.
across sectors in- Post the vertical
cluding hospitality, system, the school
power, electronics, MORE AND MORE says, it has seen an
softwareandoiland  COMPANIES ARE increase of 25 per
gas to conduct pro- centin enrolments
grammes in this MOVING AWAY FROM for executive edu-
manner. open and off-the-shelf cation.
ISB'sexperience programmes to customised “We have to fo-
has been no differ- programmes or action cusonindustry and
ent. The institute £ rammes segments. Having a
callsitimpactof the leaming prog vertical  system
slowdown and says means a person's un-

companies have become demanding
and better return on investment. So
while companies are ready to invest,
they want value to be demonstrated.

The institute says it has put in place

derstandmg of the industry and or-
ganisation increases dramatically and
thus the learning that you bring to that
particular industry is based on the in-
dustry and organisation's needs,” says

Deepak Chzmdra, Deputy Dean, ISB.

Companies in almost every sector
are asking B-schools to measure what
their executives have learnt at the end
of the programme. The B-schools
however, say they are not charging a
premium for including actionlearn-
ing methodology in their curriculum.

AtISBits as clients have begun -

asking for action based learning, it
has included the same in teaching
methodology in both--- open enrol-
ment and customized programmes.
"You demonstrate value via right
content, application and measuring.
One of the changes we are bringing in
is looking at pedagogical approaches
to bring in more contextualisation and
relevanceinterms of the content and
thelearning,” adds Chandra.
According to Chaitanya Kalipat-
napu, director, Eruditus executive
education, more and more companies

are moving away from open or off the
shelf programmes to customized pro-
grammes.

“Custom programmes based on
Action learning projects (ALPs), as
they are called, are new, They typi-
cally run for six to eight months and
the projects are based on strategic ini-
tiatives of companies. These pro-
grammes address the specific learn-
ing requirements of the companies
while delivering inputs to the ALPs.
However, ALPs requires alot of com-
mitment from companies, which
many professors complain that its
hard to come by,” says Chaitanya.

Eruditus, promoted by alumni of
INSEAD and Harvard Business
School, delivers executive education
programmes to Indian corporations
and participants. The company is at
present working with INSEAD and
Tuck School of Business in India.
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The Indian pharmaceutlcal market, in splte of supervision and control by the Centre and state
authorities concerned, needs several reforms to suit the Indian consumer

Dr (Bric) M.L.KaTARIA (néw)

URING the last three decades, -

pharmaceuticals have shown an

explosive growth all over the

world. After eatables, cosmetics
and textiles, pharmaceuticals are rapidly surg-
ing ahead to becomeithe third largest industry
in several deve]oped countries, thanks to
health awareness propagated by World Health
Organisation (WHO).

InIndia, we have not lagged behind. Our phar-
maceuticals, in spite of tough competition, have
got entrenched in the eastern, mid-eastern and’
in several western markets. Some of our phar-
maceutical multinationals have already acquired
an edge over several well—esulbhshed foreign

h ical export rev-
enue is increasing year after year. We are very
much in the global market.

In India more than 40 lhousand pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers of all grades are flooding the
market with nearly 50 thousand patent as well

as 200 thousand generic drugs and formulations '
of all types. This number is rapidly increasing,

every year. X

The global market harshly enforces specifi-

cations and quality control in all respects, retail

g, pricing and p etc, accord-

mg to the norms laid down by the respective
authorities concerned.

However, the Indian pharmaceutical market;
in spite of supervision and control by the Cen~
tre and state authorities concerned, needs sev-
eral reforms to suit the Indian consumer.

The price of pharmaceuticals is the single

most pinching problem which makes them out -

of reach for those who need them the most. It
is an irony of paucity in the midst of plenty.
About 35-40 per cent of Indians are below the
poverty line; 50 per ¢ent are in the middle
income group.Only 10 per cent are an affluent
chosen few: The cost of a strip of 10 cap-
sules/tablets being not less than Rs 50-60, it is
hardly affordable for 70-80 per cent of Indians.
The National Rural Health Mission and Health
insurance schemes for those below the pover-
ty line, for several reasons, have not taken off
and have made no tangible dent so far.

‘The margin of profit in most pharmaceutical
formulations and patents is between 100 and
500 per cent. Rigid and intimate scrutiny and
price control, both at the Centre and the state fev-
els, is imperative. MOU with multinationals for
foreign direct investment should restrict the
margin of profits for the price control of prod-
ucts. Preference to generic drugs over patented
ones, simple cheaper retail dispensing, packing
and packaging can considerably reduce cost and
prices. Each strip, vial or bottle should display
in a bold print readable without a magnifying
glass, the generic name of the drug and its dose.
In most cases the name of the manufacturer and
the name of the drug covers most of the space.

Quality control
Various pharmacopeias — Indian, British, US
etc — lay down specifications for each phar-
maceutical. After the initial batch, on which the
license for the pharmaceuticals depends, sub-
sequent batches tend to compromise on speci-
ions and quality. Therefore, the drug is
either less potent, or gives severe side-effects.
Therapeutic index (lethal dosé divided by
effective dose) of every drug is governed by
internationally accepted norms. The higher
the index, the safer the drug. There should be
no side-effects like anaphy!lactic shock, aller-
gic reactions affecting gastro-intestinal tract,
cardio-vascular system and skin rashes. A safe
drug with a high therapeutic index should
have no side- effects and no contra-indications
and antagonism.

These specifications need to be scrutlmsed.

for every batch of every drug manufactured

DRUGS APLENTY,

BUTNOT FOR
- COMMON MAN

.- TAKEN FOR A RIDE

ITha price of pharmaceuticals is the sin-
gla 'most pinching problem which makes
. them out of reach for those who nesd
themthe most.  °

“WThe costof a strip'of 10 capsu(es/tablels
. being not less than Rs 50-60, it is hardly
affordable for 70-80 per cent of Indians.

" 8The margin of profit in most pharmaceu-"
;. tical formulations and patents is between-
1 - 100 and 500 per cent. MOU with multi-

* nationals for foreign direct investment
should restrict the margin of profits for
price control of products.

- § Various pharmacopeias — Indxan,

5 British, US etc — lay down specifica-

' tions for each pharmaceutical. After the -

3 <initial batch, on which the license for the :
pharmaceuticals depends, subsequent .

- batches tend to compromise on specifi- .

. cations and quality. Therefore, the drug

““Is either less potent, or gives savere

side-effects.

3

" N Several fatal or severely affected Cases

are reported from hospitals frequently,

. attributed to drug and vaccine adminis-" -
tration, wherein quality control has'been
compmmised ‘

¥ Nearly 1-5 per cent of phannaceutlcals
are spurious at present. If this is not

;" nipped in the bud, it will grow parallel

with the pharmaceutical industry, quicker

than parallel black money economy. |

 ENinety per cent of patients who don't
~ respond to routine therapy are Victims of

. spurious drugs. Most antibiotics, vitamins._

*. and minerals, pain killers and injections -
* are prone to spurious imitation, |

i ¥ The drug contro! authorities fully satisfy -

¢, themselves before a drug s approved

- for marketing. Even then, at timbs, cer- -
tain drugs prove harmful on mass con- :

. sumption. Do drug inspectors know and

% check the availability of ‘such drugs at

* chemist shops? o

Lh

7. 1 Some non-allopathic practitioners are *

prescribing allopathic drugs to the
patients. This practice is qu I-"ftlons.l‘zle.
Each drug has its own pharmacological «
and pharmaco-kinetic action, contra-

by every for 'z foolproof
quality control. Is this being done dnllgently
and strictly by those responsible for it? This
becomes a big question mark, when several
fatal or severely affected cases are reported
from hospitals frequently, attributed to drug
and vaccine administration, wherein quality
control has been compromised.
Lately, some foreign multinationals have been
permitted to get their pharmaceuticals manu-
factured in India on a contract basis by Indian
*manufacturers. It may add to the Indian econo-
my, butlittle tangible cost benefits have accrued
to the consumer. Intensive quality control norms
need strict surveillance in such cases.

Spurious drugs )
The menace of spurious drugs infiltration into
the pharmaceutical market is a cancer which
needs ruthless suppression and excision. Near-
1y 1-5 per cent of pharmaceuticals are spurious
at present.If this is not nipped in the bud, it will
grow parallel with the pharmaceutical industry,
quicker than parallel black money economy.
Ninety per cent of patients who don’t respond
to routine therapy are victims of spurious
drugs. Most antibiotics, vitamins and miner-

als, pam killers and 1njecuons are prone to

spunous imitation.
‘We need a regular, well-organised pharma-

ceutical intelligence establishment at the-

Centre, the states and every pharmaceutical
industrial township with a network of
whistleblowers.

The drug control authorities fully satisfy them-

" selves before a drug is approved for marketing.

Even then, at times, certain drugs prove harm-
ful on mass consumption. Such drugs are
promptly banned and are required to be with-
drawn by the manufacturers/stockist from the
retail market. In spite of clear ban orders and
public announcément by the authorities con-
cerned, there is hardly a chemist shop not con-
tinuing to retail such drugs. Do drug inspectors

know and check the avallablhty of such drugs

at chexmsl shops?

Strong antibiotics

Except for drugs like opium and a few more
which under legislation can be sold by the
chemist on a prescription by a registered doc-

tor only, all other drugs, including even the :

strongest antibiotics, are on-the-counter readi-

- 1y available retail items, without any medical

| ol estl vhea saosid 2 si

r ions and antagonism. 1! Is dan- f;

prescription.So much so that many "chemists

‘even prescribe drugs to the customers and thus

add to the ever increasing number of quacks.
The Health Minister of India in a public state-
ment on August 2 has expressed serious concem
about on-the-counter issue of drugs, especially
antibiotics, by the chemists without medical pre-
scription. Hopefully, some action will be taken.

Drug prescription
Some non-allopathic practitioners are prescrib-
ing a.\lopathic drugs to the patients. This prac-

tice is questionable. Each drug has its own phar- -

macologlcal and pgla:maco-kmeti\c action, con-
tisd
to prescnbe drugs without such knowledge.
1t is time that a comprehensive legislation
dealing with all aspects of pharmaceuticals,
superseding piecemeal legislations is enacted for
efficient governance and control of India’s

- pharmaceutical boon, so that it does not become .

a bane.

' The writer is Chairman and Managing

Director of BCS Katarias Foundation and
Health Care India, which is operating several
free rural and slums health care centres

knowledget- | v ven e




Special Correspondent

CHENNAL: Scholars and aca-
demicians from across the
country on Wednesday crit-
icised the artest of peaceful
protesters raising their voice
against corruption. Arguing
that registering one’s protest
in a peaceful manner was a
democratic right of all citi-
zens, they demanded that all
peaceful protesters be im-
mediately released.

“The government, rather
than upholding Constitu-
tional provisions, has violat-
ed them, and also attacked
the spirit of the independ-
ence movement,” they said.

Following is the text of
their statement:

“Starting August 16, 2011
morning, the police has ar-

The Hindu ND 18/08/2011 | '
-Academics deplore action against peaceful protesters

rested peaceful protesters
trying to raise their voice
against endemic corruption
in the country.

“To register peaceful pro-
test is a democratic right of
all citizens of this country.
Further, it is in keeping with
the spirit of non-viclent pro-
test during the national
movement and such forms of
protest must remain a clear
option for registering dis-
sent in our peace-loving
democracy. .

“Thus, the government,
rather than upholding con-
stitutional provisions has vi-
olated them and also
attacked the spirit of the in-
dependence movement,

“Peaceful protesters rais-
ing their voice against cor-
ruption are serving an

important social and nation-
al purpose. Any government
of the day ought to see the
protest as supporting its own:
efforts at rooting out corrup-'
tion but rather than encou-
raging it they see it as against
themselves, This is a very
short sighted view of what
the people are protesting
about.

“We, the undersigned citi-
zens of this country, protest
the violation of civil rights of
the citizens and demand that
the peaceful protesters be
immediately released.”

The signatories are: Prof.
Promod Yadava, SLS, JNU;
Prof, Satish Jain, CESP,
JNU; Dr. Vandana Shiva, Na-
vadanya, Delhi; Prof. Pradip-
ta Chaudhury, CESP, JNU;
Prof. Ritu Priya Mehrotra,

P12

CSMCH, JNU; Dr. Rajendra
Kundu CESP, JNU; O.P. Ba-
garia, Bangalore; Dr. Dwijen
Rangnekar, University of
Warwick, U.K,; Prof. Krish-
nendu Ghosh  Dastidar
CESP, JNU; Prof (retd)
Kamta Prasad, IIPA; Astha
Ahuja, Delhi University; Di-
pak Prakash CESP, JNU;
Prof. Rohit Prasad, MDI,
Gurgaon; Dr. Kulwant Singh,
former Director, HSMI; Dr.
George Mathew, Director,
Institute of Social Sciences;
Kalyani Menon-Sen IIHS;
Prof. Pranab Kanti Basu,
Visva-Bharati; Anant Triv-
edi NNFI, Delhi; Fahmi Pa-
nimbang, Hong Kong; Sujata
Madhok, journalist, Delhi;
Prof. Gita Dharampal, Frick
University of Heidelberg,
Germany; Dr. K.S, Subrama-

nian, CSD; Prof. (retd) An-
jan Mukerji, JNU; Prof.

(retd) B. Vivekanandan,

JNU; Prof. (retd.) R.N. Meh-
rotra, Delhi University; Dr,
Sunita Reddy, CSMCH,
JNU; Prof. Romar Correa,
Mumbai University; Anil Ba-
gai, Delhi; Sreoshi Singh, Sa-
ciWATERs, Gurgaon; Prof.
emeritus Debabar Banerji,
JNU; Prof. Amita Singh,
CSLG, JNU; Dr. Satyaki Roy,
ISID, Delhi; Rakesh Pahwa,
Mumbai; Subodh Dhawan,
Rohilkhand University; Di-
pankar Mitra, Mumbai; Prof.
Krishan Kumar, SES, JNU;
D.C, Mittal, Delhi; Dr. Kami-
ni Mahadevan, editor, Chen-
nai; Kapil Malhotra,
publisher, Delhi; Prof. Achin
Vanaik, Delhi University;
AB. Bharadwaj, Gandhi in
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Action, Delhi; Dr. Srinivas,
ZHCES, JNU; Prof. V. Up-
adhyay, Delhi IIT; Prof. Anji-
la Gupta, IGNOU; Prof. M.C.
Paul, JNU; Prof, C.S.R. Mur-
thy, CIPOD, JNU; Prof
Surender Kumar, South
Campus, Delhi University;
Sukumar Mukhopadhyay,
retired govt, officer; Krishna
Ram, Shivaji College, DU;
Jyotsana, SPM College, DU;
Dr. Hiranmoy Roy, UPES,
Dehradun; Prof. S.K. Kejari-
wal GAE, JNU; Pankaj Soni,
JNU; Prof. Deepak Kumar,
ZHCES, JNU; Prof. Saumitra
Mukherjee, SES, JNU; Dr.
Saumen Chattopadhyay,
ZHCES, JNU; Ashok Aggra-
wal, lawyer, Delhi; Prof. Ma-
nimay Sengupta, South Asia
University; Prof. Arun XKu-
mar, CESP, JNU.
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- Students bunk classes
na

A bunch of students protests in support of Anna Hazare at Chhatrasal Stadium
In New Dethi on Wednesday. Tribune photo: Mukesh Aggarwal

Jyon Ral

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

New DeLhy, Ausust 17
The "Anna Fever" scems to
have gripped the Delhi youth
like no other issue ever
before. Support for Anna
increased manifold today,
! with the youth in the capital
i bunking classes and making
! their presence felt at where
; the support was needed.
i While some decided to help
; out with crowd management
and small water and food
needs at protest venues, oth-
ers were helping in managing
the campaign against corrup-
tion and for Anna's support
online on social networking
websites like Facebook and
. Twitter. .
Delhi University (DU) stu-
dents participated ina march
supporting Anna at North
Campus today, and a stu-
, dents’ political party is also
§ planning a DU bandh tomot-
* row. &
- A group of students at DU
is helping the organisers at

"India against Corruption” in
supplying food and water
supplies to those being held
at Chhatrasal Stadium and
those outside Tihar Jail today.

"We approached the organ-
isers asking them if we could
be of help in any small way.
We wanted to contribute our
bit, in anyway we can, We
have been helping out at
Tihar Jail today. Trying to
manage the huge crowd of
supporters and making sure
the day was peaceful. Also,
because there are a lot of kids
and women in the crowd, we
have to attend to their needs
as well," said Prapti Juneja,
one of the volunteers at
"India Against Corruption",

Another support group at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
has taken upon themselves
to paint the college campus-
es across Delhi with Anna
support posters. The students
are individually starting sup-

:*port pages online and invit-

ing as many supporters for
events like candlelight vigil
and shutting down shops in

.

support of Anna's campaign,

However, not just students,
but the Anna frenzy has
gripped the teaching commu-
nity as well. Teachers at
Dethi University, Jamila
Milia and Jawaharlal Nehru
University are also actively
participating in the cam-
paign. Teachers at JNU, for

" instance, have decided to

peacefully register their sup-
port by wearing black and
gathering at the lawns
tomorrow.’ .

"All the teachers cannot
manage to leave the classes
together. Hence, we have
decided that we would sup-
port Anna in whatever way
we can. Our students are also
going out of their way.to
mobilise support. While we
participated in the candle-
light march this evening at
India Gate, tomorrow on
campus, we will wear black
and gather in front of the
Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium
during lunch and hold a
silent protest,” said one of
the faculty members at INU.
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